
 

Close Reading Lesson Planning Template 

Standards 
Reading 1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 
Reading 4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain- specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
Reading 7: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 
Writing 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
Speaking/Listening 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 

Student-Friendly, Contextualized Learning Targets 
 

 I can read and have an understanding about the barriers that Althea Gibson overcame and the legacy she 
created for herself by using details and examples from the article. 

 I can understand words and phrases from the article. 

 I can look at a video to help me more clearly understand the barriers Althea faced and the accomplishments 
she achieved. 

 I can respond to a writing prompt by using specific details from the article and video. 

 I can participate in partner and group discussions. 

 

 

Complex Text being Read Quantitative Factors Qualitative Factors 

Notable Southerners: Althea Gibson 
 

 10.9 Flesch-Kincaid 
Grade Level 

 

Text-Dependent Questions  Academic Vocabulary 

 What is the gist of the article? 

 What do the words: repression, (to be 
somebody), adversity, banned, crusader, 
racial bias, honor, prejudice, challenged 
outdated beliefs mean? 

 What is one piece of evidence that 
demonstrates that Althea overcame a 
barrier? 

 What accomplishments did Althea achieve 
which helped to create her legacy?   

 What barrier did Althea Gibson’s break?   

 What legacy did Althea create for herself and 
how was she able to achieve her goal of 
becoming somebody? 

 

repression, (to) be somebody, adversity, banned, 
crusader, racial bias, honor, prejudice, challenged 
outdated beliefs 



 

 

Phase Critical Moves Your Plans 
Intro Target & Task  Keep it short! Opening 

A:  Engage the Reader: Show pictures of the Althea 
Gibson 
B: Review the Learning Targets 

 “We are going to look at our learning targets for 
today.  We are going to read an article and look 
at short video clip about Althea Gibson. From 
that information we are going to...” 

 
Read aloud the first learning target and explain the 
meaning.   
 

 I can read and have an understanding about 
the barriers that Althea Gibson overcame 
and the legacy she created for herself by 
using details and examples from the article. 

 
The second learning target is: 

 I can understand words and phrases from 
the article. 

 
The third learning target is: 

 I can look at a video to help me more clearly 
understand the barriers Althea faced and the 
accomplishments she achieved. 

 
The fourth learning target is: 

 I can respond to a writing prompt by using 
specific details from the article and video. 

 
The final learning target is:  

 I can participate in partner and group 
discussions. 

 
Read 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Think/Write 
 
 
 
Talk 

 Work the text in chunks. 

 Students read silently. 

 Students “mark text.” 

 Teacher might read aloud as a 
scaffold. 

 Students deliberately re-read 
with TDQs in mind. 

 
 

 Students select evidence and 
formulate thoughts. 

 Students organize thinking. 
 

 Partners and small groups. 

 Partner up students (high/low).  “It is your job 
to engage with your partner at all times.  I expect 
that you will share your ideas, thoughts and 
questions throughout the lesson with your 
partner.  You should be prepared at all times to 
report out, as you never know when you may be 
called on.  I’m not expecting you to always 
answer my questions correctly, it’s totally okay to 
make mistakes, but I am expecting that you 
participate and try your best.” 

 “We are going to take a look at an article written 
about Althea Gibson.  Before we read the article, 
let’s look at a few vocabulary words that will help 
us better understand the article.” 



 

 Accountable talk.  “Read list of words with partner.” 

 Teacher read list aloud 

 Complete a people search for understanding of 
vocabulary words.  Each student will be given 
one definition and a nine-square sheet with a 
vocabulary word in each square.  Students rotate 
around the room finding someone who knows 
the definition for each of the nine words.  After 
you meet with a partner and share a new 
word/definition, place a checkmark in the box 
indicating that you have talked to a partner about 
the word.  – Model example 

 Review the vocabulary words on the 
SMARTboard.  Teacher will read definition, 
students will shout out the answer. 

 Being kept down by force means…repression 

 To be recognized and admired for one’s 
accomplishments means…to be somebody 

 Hardship; difficulty means…adversity 

 Forbid; not allow, prohibit means…banned 

 To make an effort to achieve something that you 
believe in means…crusader 

 Prejudice or unfairness based on the color of 
one’s skin means…racial bias 

 Recognize for accomplishments; award 
means…honor 

 Hatred, fear, or mistrust of someone or a group 
of people based on skin color or beliefs 
means…prejudice 

 Went against old values; made people see a new 
point of view means…to challenge outdated 
beliefs 

 “Let’s take a look at the article titled “Notable 
Southerners: Althea Gibson”.  As I read you the 
article, I would like you to think about the gist of 
the article.  What does the word gist mean?  In 
other words, what is the article mostly about?  

 “In the box provided on your note catcher, write 
down what you think the gist of the article is 
about.”  Give time for student reflection. 

 Share with your partner the gist of the article.  
Add anything you would like to your gist. 

 Cold Call groups to share their gist, looking for: 
Althea Gibson was born into a world where 
African Americans were banned from all 
major sports, but she challenged racial bias 
to become a pioneer for future African 
American athletes.  Encourage students to add to 
their gist. 



 

 Three terms that we are going to focus on during 
this lesson are barrier, accomplishment and 
legacy.   

o barrier- obstacle, difficulties, way to 
keep separate  

o accomplishment- something one 
achieves 

o legacy- what people think about 
someone after their death; a person’s 
influence on society after she or he is 
no longer living; a person’s 
reputation 

 “In your own words, tell your partner what the 
words barrier, accomplishment and legacy 
mean.” 

 Use an anchor chart and categorize the 
vocabulary words as either a barrier or an 
accomplishment. 

o  barrier- repression, adversity, banned, 
racial bias, prejudice 

o accomplishment- to be somebody, 
crusader, honor, challenged outdated 
beliefs 

  “Re-read the article with your partner.  As you 
read look for specific barriers that Althea 
overcame and her accomplishments that helped 
to create her legacy.  Highlight the evidence in 
the article.”  - Model example 

o Allow for student work time. 

 Show video clip of Althea Gibbons, asking 
students to note further examples of how she 
overcame barriers and demonstrated 
accomplishments. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-O2G3pUNdxU 

 
o Fill in examples on note-catcher. 

 Official Welcome at New York 
City Hall 

 Associate Press Female Athlete 
of the Year 

 Earned Number One Ranking 

 “We are going to participate in a Chalkboard 
Splash.  You will use the information you read 
from the article or gathered from the video.  In a 
minute I will ask you two questions.  You will 
write your answers on a sentence strip and then 
categorize your answer as either a barrier that 
Althea overcame or a way she created her 
legacy.” 

 “What is one piece of evidence that 
demonstrates that Althea overcame a barrier? 



 

(List a barrier that she overcame.)  Write your 
answer on a sentence strip, one answer per 
group.” – Model example 

 “What accomplishments did Althea achieve 
which helped to create her legacy?  (List an 
accomplishment.)  Write your answer on a 
sentence strip, one answer per group.”   - Model 
example 

 “Once you have recorded your two answers on 
your sentence strips, place those strips under the 
correct heading barrier or accomplishments.” 

 As you finish, stand next to the Chalkboard 
Splash and read what your classmates have 
written. 

 Review the responses from the Chalkboard 
Splash and categorize if time.   

 Pieces of evidence that demonstrated barriers 
that Althea overcame: 

o She was born in 1927 in an environment 
of racial repression. 

o 60 years prior the last slave had been 
freed 

o 6 years prior, an anti-lynching bill 
(lynching means hurting/killing African 
Americans) had been defeated (there 
were not legal repercussions if harm was 
done to African Americans).  

o Born to sharecropper parents 
o Began life in a world where African 

America were banned from all major 
sports 

o Term African American didn’t even exist 
o Lived in Harlem during the depression 

(1930) 
o Often truant from school 

 Pieces of accomplishments that Althea achieved: 
o Became a paddle tennis wizard of the 

local public recreation center 
o Learned the basics of the tennis game 

from Buddy Walker 
o Quick & enthusiastic student for tennis 
o Won the American Tennis Association 

New York girl’s singles tournament 
o Won ten straight woman’s ATA titles 
o Completed high school 
o Graduated from Florida A&M 

University in Tallahassee 
o August 28, 1950 first African American, 

male or female, to complete in the U.S. 
Open 

 Defeated Barbara Knapp at the 



 

prestigious West Side Tennis 
Club in Forest Hill, New York 

o Althea Gibson “chipped away’ at racism 
with her aggressive style. 

o She was a pioneer who broke racial 
barriers and challenged outdated beliefs. 

o 1957 won the French Open 
o Ticker tape parade held in her honor in 

NYC 
o Introduced to the Tennis Hall of Fame 
o She became a world tennis champion. 

 What barrier did Althea Gibson break?  Turn 
and talk with your partner about this question.  

o She broke the color barrier in tennis; left 
a legacy that influenced our society by 
paving the way for other African 
American tennis players like Venus and 
Serena Williams.   

o Born during a time when African 
Americans were banned from sports, 
but became a pioneer for future African 
American athletes. 

 Quick Write:  Althea Gibson titled her 
autobiography I Always Wanted to be Somebody.  
What legacy did Althea create for herself and 
how was she able to achieve her goal of 
becoming somebody?  Use two specific details 
from the text to support your answer.   

o Legacy challenged and changed people’s 
racist beliefs about the athletes of color. 

o Althea Gibson was born during a time 
when African Americans athletes were 
banned from all major sports; however, 
she persevered and became a pioneer for 
future African American athletes in 
professional sports.   

o Uses two specific details from the text as 
to how she created her legacy using a 
barrier or accomplishment. 

Assessment  Check back on target. 

 Assess students’ process as 
well as understanding 

Let’s look back on our Learning Targets and see how 
we did during todays lesson.   
Did we? 

 I can read and have an understanding about the 
barriers that Althea Gibson overcame and the 
legacy she created for herself by using details and 
examples from the article. 

 I can understand words and phrases from the 
article. 

 I can look at a video to help me more clearly 
understand the barriers Althea faced and the 
accomplishments she achieved. 

 I can respond to a writing prompt by using 



 

specific details from the article and video. 

 I can participate in partner and group 
discussions. 

Congratulate students on working well in pairs and groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Althea Gibson 

 Althea Gibson summed up her life with the title of her autobiography—I Always Wanted 

to be Somebody. She was born August 25, 1927 into an environment of racial repression, a world 

where as an African-American, it was very difficult to “be somebody.” Only sixty years prior, 

the last African-American slaves had been freed. Just six years prior, an anti-lynching bill had 

been defeated by filibuster in the United States Congress. Althea, born to sharecropper parents 

on a cotton farm in the small town of Silver, South Carolina, faced a future of adversity and 

uncertainty. She began life in a world where African-Americans were banned from all major 

sports (the term “African-American” did not even exist), yet her life ended in a world where 

African-Americans not only participated in all major sports, but dominated many of them. She 

was instrumental in making this happen. 

 In 1930, her family moved to Harlem New York. Life in Harlem during the depression 

was difficult. Young Althea disliked the regimen of school and was often truant. During this 

time, she discovered paddle tennis. She soon became the paddle tennis wizard of the local public 

recreation center and caught the eye of local musician and Police Athletic League coach, Buddy 

Walker.  

 Walker bought Althea a second-hand tennis racquet and brought her to the Harlem River 

Tennis Courts where she began to learn the basics of the game.  

 “I just found that I had a skill at hitting the ball,” said Gibson in 1965 to a biographer. 

And she did. She was a quick, enthusiastic student. She competed in tournaments held by the 

American Tennis Association (ATA), the nation’s oldest African-American athletic organization. 

In 1942, she won the ATA New York girl’s singles tournament. 

 In 1946, Althea moved to Wilmington, North Carolina to work on her tennis game and 

re-enroll in high school. One year later, she won the first of ten straight woman’s ATA titles. 

During her decade of dominance over the world of African-American woman’s tennis, she 

completed high school and went on to graduate from Florida A&M University in Tallahassee. 

 Although Althea’s talents were difficult to ignore, she was initially refused entry into 

events held by the United States Lawn Tennis Association, the sanctioning body for white tennis 

players. 

 Althea did not consider herself a crusader for equality, she was an athlete, and as an 

athlete, she wanted to compete against the best in the world. 



 

 In 1950, thanks in part to a letter written to American Lawn Tennis Magazine by Alice 

Marble, a respected white U.S. Open Champion, Gibson received an invitation to the U.S. Open.  

 August 28, 1950, Althea Gibson became the first African-American, male or female, to 

compete in the U.S. Open. With her aggressive style, she attacked the ball as well as racial 

barriers. Her thundering overheads reverberated through the crowd like sledgehammers against 

the Berlin Wall. With every stroke, she chipped away at racial bias. She defeated Barbara Knapp 

6-2, 6-2, on court fourteen at the prestigious West Side Tennis Club in Forest Hills, New York. 

Although Althea was later defeated in the second round by former Wimbledon champion Louise 

Brough, the real victory had already been won. 

 Althea continued to improve her game and gain the respect of her peers, both black and 

white. In 1957, the black daughter of a sharecropper won her first major title: the French Open. 

She returned to the United States, not defined by her race, but embraced as an American. Ticker 

tape blanketed the streets of New York in her honor. 

 Althea went on to win many tournaments, and in doing so, continued to challenge racial 

prejudice. In 1971, the spunky girl from Silver, South Carolina was inducted into the 

International Tennis Hall of Fame, but her achievements extend far beyond the court. She was a 

true pioneer who broke down racial barriers and challenged outdated beliefs, and she did it 

simply for the love of the game. We are proud to call her one of our own. Althea, you really “are 

somebody.” In her usual understated manner, perhaps Althea said it best herself: “Ain’t that a 

blip, that a Harlem street rebel would go on to become a world tennis champion?”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Name ___________________________________________________  Date _________________ 
 

Althea Gibson Note Catcher 
 

People Search 
 
Find someone who has the definition for each of the words listed below in the box.  By 
talking, share your words and definitions.  Once you have learned a new word and 
definition, place a checkmark in the box.   
 

repression to be somebody 
 
 

challenged 
outdated beliefs 

adversity banned crusader 
 
 

honor racial bias prejudice 

 
 
Record the gist. 
 
 
 
 

What is the 
“gist” of the 

article? 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Video Clip 
 
While viewing the video, record any new barriers that Althea faced or accomplishments 
that she achieved. 
 

Barriers Accomplishments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Quick Write 
 
Write a two to three (2-3) sentences to answer the following question.   
 

Althea Gibson titled her autobiography I Always Wanted to be Somebody.   
What legacy did Althea create for herself and how was she able to achieve  
her goal of becoming somebody?  Use two specific details from the text to  
support your answer.   

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


