
 

Close Reading Lesson Planning Template 

Standards 

 RI 1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the texts 

 RI 3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

 RI4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words or phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area 

 RI 9: Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgably. 

 SL 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 4 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 W 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.   

 

Student-Friendly, Contextualized Learning Targets 

 I can read an article and answer questions about immigration. 

 I can understand words from the article.   

 I can use information from two texts to write about an immigrant’s journey. 

 I can participate in partner and whole group discussions.   

 

Complex Text being Read Quantitative Factors Qualitative Factors 

Immigration Flesch-Kincaid Level 6.5 
 

 

 

Text-Dependent Questions  Academic Vocabulary 

 What is the gist? 

 Why did immigrants leave their homes in 
hopes of a better life? 

 An immigrant’s journey was a combination 
of many different experiences.  Often their 
journey contained both positive and 
negative aspects.  With a partner, locate 
specific text details that support both a 
positive and negative experience  

 What adjective could be used to describe 
an immigrant’s journey?   

 Choose one adjective to describe an 
immigrant’s journey.  Use details from the 
article to support your writing.   

famine, persecution, discriminate, stereotype, 
social tension, diversity, detain 

 

 



 

Phase Critical Moves Your Plans 
Intro Target & Task  Keep it short! Opening 

A:  Engage the Reader: Vocabulary Puzzle 
o Each student will be given a vocabulary 

word, a definition or a picture.   
o Students move around the room finding 

their matches.   
o Once matches have been located, groups 

stay together to present their word, 
definition and picture to class.   

 
B: Review the Learning Targets- explain the learning 
targets to the students, explain to students that they will 
judge whether or not we covered all the learning targets 
at the end of the lesson. 

 I can read an article and answer questions about 
immigration. 

 I can understand words from the article.   

 I can use information from two texts to write 
about an immigrant’s journey. 

 I can participate in partner and whole group 
discussions.   
  

 Read 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Think/Write 
 

 
 

 Talk 

 1) Teacher Read Aloud-  

 Read the first two paragraphs of the article.   

 What is the gist? 
 

o The gist of an article is what the article 
is mostly about.  Students are not 
expected to know or understand all 
pieces of the article, but have a 
“ballpark” idea.   

o On their note-catcher, students will 
first record the gist independently, 
share with a partner and then share 
out in whole group.    

o Encourage students to add to their gist 
as they hear their partner’s and 
classmates’ responses.     

 
2) Milling to Music: 

 Why did immigrants leave their homes in 
hopes of a better life? crop failure, land 
shortages, job shortages, rising taxes, famine, 
personal freedom, political persecution, 
religious persecution 

 Students independently highlight answers to 
this question in the article.   

 While the music is playing, students move 



 

around the room.  When the music stops, 
students turn to someone next to them and 
share one reason why immigrants left their 
homeland.   

 Repeat process 4-5 times. 

 Create a class anchor chart:  Reasons why 
immigrants left their home in search for a 
better life in the United States.   

 
3) Teacher Read Aloud- 

 Read Seymour Rechtzeit’s personal experience 
as an immigrant.   

 What is the gist?  Follow same procedure as 
above.   

 
4) Chalkboard Splash:   

 Students will use the article to find specific 
text details to answer the question.   

 With a partner, students first highlight text 
details, then record at least two details on a 
sentence strip.  One detail per sentence strip.   

 An immigrant’s journey was a combination of 
many different experiences.  Often their 
journey contained both positive and negative 
aspects.  With a partner, locate specific text 
details that support both a positive and 
negative experience  

o Positive Experiences: escaped crop 
failure, land/job shortages, rising 
taxes, famine, personal freedom, relief 
from political & religious persecution, 
produced a new vitality in cities where 
settled, transformed American society 
& culture showing diversity & unity is a 
national strength, more opportunities 
to sing & perform, left during a bad 
time in Europe (WWI just ended), 
cheered when saw Statue of Liberty 
(awesome sight), some of detained 
boys spoke Yiddish, good food- 
especially milk, once well-father and 
uncle came to get Seymour, stepped 
foot off boat from Ellis Island- rush of 
joy, families greeted relatives- 
welcomed to America, sung in concerts 
and earned money to bring family to 
America, child star of vaudeville- very 



 

popular because Seymour was a child, 
voice was the ticket to bring family to 
America- performed for leaders at the 
U.S. Capitol, President Coolidge helped 
to reunite Seymour’s family, star of the 
Yiddish theater-appeared onstage & 
made many records, traveled to 
Europe as an actor, happy to live in 
this wonderful country 

o Negative Experiences: never enough 
jobs, employers took advantage of the 
immigrants, men paid less than other 
workers, women paid less than men, 
social tensions, stereotyped, 
discriminated against, suffered verbal 
& physical abuse, rest of family stayed 
in Poland for a while, boat ride across 
Atlantic Ocean- miserable, 
uncomfortable and crowded, many 
storms, often wet and shivering, sick-  
very bad cold, entry process- lots of 
questions, didn’t pass medical exam- 
couldn’t go with father, terrified to be 
alone in strange place, no toys, like 
being in jail- long gate across New 
York Harbor, boys would walk the gate  
& look over it, felt sad & wondered if 
he would ever get to America, 1924- 
not as many immigrants were allowed 
in America, family couldn’t get 
permission to come 

 

 Once time has been given to highlight text 
details, students should record (on a sentence 
strip) at least one positive and one negative 
experience of an immigrant’s journey.  One 
detail per sentence strip.   

 Students then splash their details on the board 
under the correct category (positive/negative). 

 
5) Show the video clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cI8lqBTBDaU 

 Add details to the chalkboard splash 
 
6) Quick Write/Quick Draw:    

 What adjectives could be used to describe an 
immigrant’s journey?   

o Think, Pair, Share- First brainstorm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cI8lqBTBDaU


 

ideas on your own.  Then pair up with 
a partner to collaborate.  Finally, share 
ideas out in whole class setting. 

o Anchor chart- collection of adjectives 
to describe an immigrant’s journey 

 Choose one adjective to describe an 
immigrant’s journey.  Use details from the 
article to support your writing.   
 

 A quick write is a couple of sentences getting 
to the “heart” of the answer.  A quick draw is a 
simple illustration supporting the writing. 

Assessment  Check back on target. 

 Assess students’ process 
as well as understanding 

Let’s look back on our Learning Targets and see how we 
did during todays lesson.   
Did we? 

 I can read an article and answer questions about 
immigration. 

 I can understand words from the article.   

 I can use information from two texts to write 
about an immigrant’s journey. 

 I can participate in partner and whole group 
discussions.   

 
Congratulate students on working well in pairs and groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Immigration 

In the late 1800s, people in many parts of the world decided 

to leave their homes and immigrate to the United States. 

Fleeing crop failure, land and job shortages, rising taxes, 

and famine, many came to the U. S. because it was 

perceived as the land of economic opportunity. Others came 

seeking personal freedom or relief from political and 

religious persecution. With hope for a brighter future, nearly 12 million immigrants arrived in the 

United States between 1870 and 1900. During the 1870s and 1880s, the vast majority of these 

people were from Germany, Ireland, and England--the principal sources of immigration before 

the Civil War. That would change drastically in the next three decades. 

Once settled, immigrants looked for work. There were never enough jobs, and employers often 

took advantage of the immigrants. Men were generally paid less than other workers, and women 

less than men. Social tensions were also part of the immigrant experience. Often stereotyped and 

discriminated against, many immigrants suffered verbal and physical abuse because they were 

"different." While large-scale immigration created many social tensions, it also produced a new 

vitality in the cities and states in which the immigrants settled. The newcomers helped transform 

American society and culture, demonstrating that diversity, as well as unity, is a source of 

national strength. 

Seymour's Story 

Seymour Rechtzeit was 8 years old in 1920, when he left his home in Poland and journeyed to 

America. Why do you think he came, and what happened when he arrived? This is Seymour's 

story, in his own words. 

My name is Seymour Rechtzeit and I was born in Lódz, Poland, in 1912. My family is Jewish, 

and I first began singing in our synagogue. By the time I was 4, I was called a wunderkind, or 

“wonder child” in English. Soon I was singing in concerts all over Poland. 

My family decided that I should come to America, where there would be more opportunities for 

me. The Great War (which you know as World War I) had just ended, and it was a bad time in 

Europe. I had an uncle living in America, and he sent two tickets for my father and me to sail 

across the Atlantic Ocean. The rest of my family stayed in Poland. The plan was that my father 

and I would earn enough money to eventually bring them to America, too. 

In Danzig, a city on the shore of the Baltic Sea now known as Gdansk, we boarded a ship called 

The Lapland. It was 1920, and I was on my way to America. 

 

 



 

Crossing the Atlantic 

Riding on a big boat across the Atlantic Ocean may sound like fun, but it wasn't. The two-week 

trip was miserable! Our beds were in steerage, way down in the bottom of the boat. It was lined 

with bunks, one on top of the other. It was uncomfortable and crowded. I went up on deck all the 

time, just to have space to move around. 

We hit many bad storms at sea. It rained hard, and I was often wet and shivering. By the time we 

sailed into New York Harbor, past the Statue of Liberty, I had a very bad cold. Still, I was up on 

deck in my good white suit, cheering along with everyone else at the awesome sight of the 

statue. 

Back then, immigrants had to pass a medical examination before they were allowed to enter the 

country. Many people were sent back to where they came from. I was 8 years old and I was ill. I 

didn't know what was going to happen to me in America. 

Ellis Island 

At Ellis Island, my father, who was not sick, stood in long lines as part of the entry process. 

Officials asked him lots of questions about where he came from, what he did for a living back in 

Poland, and what his plans were in America. All immigrants had to answer these questions. Only 

then could the newcomers leave Ellis Island and take a ferry to New York — and finally set foot 

in America. 

When the doctor examined me, he discovered I had a cold. He said I could not go with my father, 

though I cried and begged. I was terrified to be all alone in this strange place. 

Detained  

I stayed on Ellis Island for a few days, until I was feeling better. I had no toys with me. I didn't 

know of such things. But there were other sick boys to keep me company. Some of them spoke 

Yiddish, my language. We ate in a huge dining room. The food was different — it was American 

style. But it was good, especially the milk. 

There was a long gate that led to the boats that took people off the island, across New York 

Harbor, to the city. Every day, we boys would walk to the gate and look out over the water. We 

wanted to see America. It was like being in a jail. We felt sad and wondered if we would ever get 

through that gate and onto a boat for that final journey to our new country, the United States. 

New Life in New York 

My cold soon went away, and then the officials told me that my father and uncle were coming to 

get me. 

As I stepped off the boat from Ellis Island, I felt a rush of joy. All around me were hundreds of 

families greeting their relatives, welcoming them to America. 



 

That was the beginning of my new life in New York. Right away, I started singing in concerts 

and earning money to help bring the rest of my family to America. I sang in school, too. I sang 

"My Country 'Tis of Thee" and "The Star-Spangled Banner." I learned quickly. 

Child Star 

I became a child star of vaudeville. That's a kind of entertainment in which actors sing and tell 

stories. I was very popular because I was a kid. I traveled from place to place to entertain. 

Within a few years, I had made enough money to bring my mother, brothers, and sisters to 

America. But I faced a new problem: It was 1924, and by then, not as many immigrants were 

being allowed into America. My family could not get permission to come. They were in Poland, 

and my father and I were in America. How would we be a family again? 

Singing for the President 

My voice was the ticket that would bring my family to America. A congressman who had heard 

me sing arranged for me to come to Washington, D.C., and perform for leaders at the U.S. 

Capitol. 

The politicians liked me and wanted to help. They arranged an invitation to sing for President 

Calvin Coolidge in the White House! That did it. After I sang, I met the President. He shook my 

hand and told me I sang well. He said he'd help get my mother, brothers, and sisters to America. 

We would be a family again! 

Star of Yiddish Theatre 

Many wonderful things happened to me in America. I kept singing as a young man and became a 

star of Yiddish theater. I appeared onstage and made many records. I met my wife, Miriam 

Kressyn, who was also a singer and an immigrant. Her family came through Ellis Island, too. We 

were married for 43 years. 

I went back to Europe, traveling as an actor, but I never returned to Poland. I have always been 

very happy to be in this wonderful country. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/ris

eind/immgnts/ 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/relive-boys-journey 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/riseind/immgnts/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/riseind/immgnts/


 

Name __________________________________________  Date ___________________ 
 

Immigration 
Gist 
Directions:  Write the gist of the introduction.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Directions:  Write the gist of Seymour Rechtzeit’s personal experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Quick Write/Quick Draw 
Directions:  What adjectives could be used to describe an immigrant’s journey?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Choose one adjective to describe an immigrant’s journey.  Use details from the article to support your writing. 
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